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LEBANON : UNSETTLED CONDITIONS WITHIN THE 

PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMPS POSE AN ADDITIONAL SECUR- 
ITY PROBLEM FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 


25X1* 


I A LEBANESE OFFICIAL SAID THAT FEDAVEEN GROUPS 
HAVE ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR PATROLLING MAIN- 
TAINING LAW AND ORDER i AND CONTROLLING ACCESS TO 
THE CAMPS SINCE THE WITHDRAWAL OF GOVERNMENT OFFI- 
CIALS IN LATE OCTOBER. THE FEDAYEEN-, MOREOVER -, 
HAVE BEGUN RECRUITING THE INHABITANTS AND ARE GIV- 
ING THEM BASIC MILITARY TRAINING- 


FEDAYEEN ACTIVITY -, HOWEVER-, HAS BEEN UNCOOR- 
DINATED -i AND WITHIN THE CAMPS RIVAL COMMANDO ORGAN- 
IZATIONS HAVE CLASHED. CAMP RESIDENTS HAVE ALSO 
BEEN TERRORIZED BY A FEDAYEEN WITCH HUNT FOR THOSE 
WHO ALLEGEDLY COLLABORATED WITH LEBANESE SECURITY 
FORCES DURING THE RECENT SHOWDOWN. 

THE GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS THAT THE CAIRO AGREE- 
MENT PROVIDES FOR LEBANESE CONTROL OF THE CAMPS AND 
THE COORDINATION OF FEDAYEEN ACTIVITY WITHIN THEM . 
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY-, HOWEVER-, BOTH 
AMONG SECURITY OFFICIALS AND VARIOUS FEDAYEEN LEAD- 
ERS OVER THE TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT -> WHOSE DETAILS 
HAVE NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY NEGOTIATED - IT SEEMS 
UNLIKELY-, THEREFORE •, THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL RISK 


FURTHER CLASHES WITH THE FEDAYEEh 
ASSERT ITS CONTROL AT THIS TIME- 

1 BY MOVING TO RE- 
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